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INFORMATION ITEM 
 

Watermaster Quarterly Update 

 

 
Summary: The Delta Watermaster Michael Patrick George will present a quarterly report; as 

required by the Delta Reform Act (Water Code §85230(d)). The report will provide updates on 

efforts to align voluntary agreements with the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan update, 

improving water use data in the Delta, and the ongoing challenges resulting from the 

deterioration of ecosystem services in the southern Delta. He also will discuss coordinating with 

Council initiatives on consistent funding for science, science governance, and assessing and 

adapting to climate change. 

 

 

Background 

The Office of the Delta Watermaster was created as part of the Delta Reform Act of 2009. The 

Watermaster is an independent officer of the State, appointed to a four-year term by the State 

Water Resources Control Board (Water Board), and reports jointly to the Water Board and the 

Delta Stewardship Council (Council).  

 

As Watermaster, Michael George is responsible for overseeing the day-to-day administration of 

water rights and, when necessary, taking enforcement action related to water diversions in the 

Delta. The Watermaster also confers with, and assists, the Water Board and the Council as they 

carry out legislative mandates to enhance the Delta ecosystem and improve water supply 

reliability. 

 

Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan update  

The update of the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan (Bay-Delta Plan) is at the heart of the 

Council’s Delta Plan policy regarding Delta flow objectives (ER P1 - 23 CCR section 5005).  

 

The Bay-Delta Plan is being updated through two separate processes. One process is focused 

on San Joaquin River flows and southern Delta salinity. The second is focused on the 

Sacramento River and its tributaries—the Delta eastside tributaries (including the Calaveras, 

Cosumnes, and Mokelumne rivers), Delta outflows, and interior Delta flows. 

 

The Water Board adopted a requirement for increased environmental flows on the lower San 

Joaquin River at its December 2018 meeting, and in February 2019the Office of Administrative 

Law approved the Plan amendments, which are now in effect. The Water Board, however, also 

made allowances for reduced river flow requirements on tributaries where stakeholders have 

reached settlement agreements to pursue a combination of flow and “non-flow” measures that 

improve conditions for fish and wildlife.  

 

Currently, the voluntary agreements are in a framework stage of development. Gov. Gavin 

Newsom has directed the Water Board to work with all parties involved, including the 

Department of Water Resources and the Department of Fish and Wildlife, to evaluate proposals 
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involving the tributaries to the San Joaquin River and Sacramento River watershed, and to 

consider them as part of a comprehensive analysis of the Delta watershed during 2019. 

 

Improving water use data in the Delta 

To implement Senate Bill 88, the Water Board adopted regulations requiring anyone who diverts 

or stores more than 10 acre-feet of water per year to install and maintain a device or method 

capable of measuring the rate of direct diversion or diversion to storage.  

 

The Watermaster will report on efforts to work with diverters to improve accuracy and 

completeness of reports, the challenges with implementing diversion measurement regulations, 

and a potential alternative based on remote sensing of crop water use in the Delta. 

 
Challenges resulting from the deterioration of  southern Delta channels  

The Watermaster will report on stakeholder activity in response to widespread concern 

regarding Delta channels being choked with sediment and invasive weeds. The prevalence of 

sediment and invasive weeds are primarily occurring in the southern part of the Delta; reducing 

flow, inhibiting irrigation, increasing residence time, limiting dissolved oxygen, and encouraging 

the formation of harmful algal blooms. In addition, there are on-going challenges with salinity, 

particularly in “hot spots” in the Old and Middle Rivers. 

 

Today’s discussion will be particularly relevant to issues being addressed in the proposed 

amendments to Chapter 4 of the Council’s Delta Plan. 

 

Contact 

Keith Coolidge      Phone:  (916) 445-4503 

Executive Manager, External Affairs 


